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"Live in the sunshine. Swim in the sea. Drink in the wild air." —
R
 alph Waldo Emerson
Dear Families,
I hope your family is enjoying the final weeks
of summer and all the frivolity and joy that this
time of year can bring.

During the past several weeks I have had a
chance to meet with many of you during
services on Sunday, individually for coffee or
walks, through Zoom and by telephone. I am
eager to get to know each person, and as your
schedule allows for it, please reach out so that
we can spend some time together.
Beginning in the fall and continuing thereafter,
I will be having monthly meetups which I hope you will join when and if
you can. At times these will be for families and others just for parents.
These informal moments will allow us the time and space to be together
and enjoy all that New York City has to offer.
Religious Education (RE) has had its challenges over the past several years
due to many factors. My hope is to rebuild a reimagined and robust
community over time. For Fall 2022, the RE program will maintain many of
the stellar components that have always been in place including Coming of
Age and the Our Whole Lives curriculum. I also hope to pilot some new
elements and to hear from you about how that is working.
My plan is to integrate artistic experiences that will allow children an
opportunity to delve into the Seven Principles of Unitarianism through the
creation of products and performances for the congregation to enjoy. To
accomplish this, we will have several special guests throughout the year,
who I hope will delight families with their gifts and passion for their craft.
In the longer term (Fall of 2023) I want to establish All Souls as a
neighborhood resource for families and I would be happy to share with you
some ways I am thinking about accomplishing this and to solicit your
feedback and ideas throughout the year.
For the past two decades every project I have worked on has been
centered on how to create conditions that allow for children to develop
resiliency. What the past two years have shown us, is to expect the
unexpected. We must help children form connections, develop inner
reservoirs of strength, and feel as though they are tethered to something
greater than themselves. I look forward to taking this journey with you and
thank you for the trust you will be placing in me.
In closing, enjoy that last summer picnic. That swim in the lake. The trip to
the museum. These moments with each other will create lasting memories
for your children. Cherish them and one another.
~ Wishing you peace, Chris

Sign Up Your Child
For RE Classes!
Interested in your child
attending RE classes this
year? We will be offering
classes from K-12, including
a high school group. Please
take a moment to register
your child using this link.

Volunteers Needed
to Teach RE
Classes!
We need you to help teach
RE classes this year. If you
can help teach, please
contact Chris Rogutsky as
soon as you can.

Save the Dates!
We will host an RE picnic on Sept. 11 after the
11:15 am service.
During the 10 am hour, we will gather as a
community with coffee and bagels to discuss
the upcoming year and reconnect.
RE classes will begin on September 18 . It's
going to be a great year!

Celebrating our RE Youths!
Best Wishes to Nicholas Tappe
and Maia Sofge-Osorio
As They Begin University Life!

We wish Nicholas Tappe all
the best as he begins his
higher education life at
The George Washington
University's Elliott School of
International Affairs. He is a
graduate of The Bronx High
School of Science.

We wish Maia Sofge-Osorio
all the best as she begins
her higher education life at
SUNY Oneonta majoring in
early childhood education.
She is a graduate of The
Mary Louis Academy in
Queens.

Share Your Joys in Community
Does your child or youth have an accomplishment, success story or
milestone that you would like to share with our All Souls family? Let us
know and we will post them here.

Crafting and Reading with Children
"The Sun spirals its longest dance tonight,
Blessing this time of abundance and light,
We rejoice in these days so happy and bright,
Knowing we grow in wisdom and might."
~ Summer Solstice Prayer

Summer is a great time to read
some books with your child.
Here are two you may want to
check out:

About Finding Wild
There are so many places that
wild can exist, if only you know
where to look! Can you find it?

It is wonderful to make some
midsummer crafts to celebrate the
sun, the long days of daylight, and
the feeling of magic afoot. Seasonal
activities really help us acknowledge
the changing seasons, connect us to
nature and feel the rhythm of the
year more deeply.
Sun Spiral
This sun spiral can be hung near a
window to twirl in the breeze, or
over a midsummer season table.
Using a heavy watercolor paper and
paints (or similar) paint with sunny
yellows on one side, and then
glowing oranges on the other side.
Once your painting is dry, draw a
spiral using a piece of tracing paper
and lay it over your painting.
Use a sharp pencil to score the spiral
onto your painted paper by tracing
the lines again and pressing
hard. Then trim off just the outside
of the spiral.
Using a pin, make holes in a zig-zag
fashion, following the scored spiral
path to the center. Choose your two
shades of orange embroidery thread
to create the magical two-tone
effect.
Thread your needle with the lighter
colored embroidery thread, and

Two children set off on an
adventure away from their
urban home and discover all the
beauty of the natural world.
From the bark on the trees to
the sudden storm that moves
across the sky to fire and
flowers, and snowflakes and
fresh fruit.
As the children make their way
through the woods and back to
the paved and noisy streets,
they discover that wild exists not
just off in some distant place,
but right in their own backyard.

About Summer Supper
A bold and graphic farm-to-table
story, told entirely in words
beginning with the letter “s”!
From sowing seeds in spring to
savoring succotash, follow the
creation of a family meal from
the farm to the picnic table on a
warm summer evening.
Told entirely in words beginning
with the letter “s,” this book will
give children an appreciation for
the process by which their food
travels to the dinner table.

starting from the outside of the
spiral, start sewing through the
holes, following the spiral path.
When you reach the center, tie a
finishing knot to secure the sewing
and then before cutting the thread,
leave a long length for hanging it
up.
When you have finished the
embroidery and tied it off at the end
of the spiral, cut the spiral along the
scored lines.
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