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“January”
by John Updike

 
The days are short,
The sun a spark,

Hung thin between
The dark and dark.

Fat snowy footsteps
Track the floor.

Milk bottles burst



Outside the door.

The river is
A frozen place

Held still beneath
The trees of lace.

The sky is low.
The wind is gray.

The radiator
Purrs all day.

Dear Families,

I hope you all had a joyful
holiday season and a restful
break. January is named for
the Roman god Janus, with
one face looking back and
one looking forward. At this
time of year, we remember
the holidays, performances, and special events we have
experienced since the beginning of the year, and we look
ahead to what's to come.

As we contemplate our New Year’s resolutions, and look both
inwardly and outwardly, we should remember to ask
ourselves what our own dream for our world is, and to
contemplate what the world is asking of us in particular.
Don’t be afraid to do this.

Our conscience each January is prepped for renewal and
change. We are all capable of connecting with a sense of
human purpose, with that sense of individual agency, and
with something larger than ourselves.



The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. noted that “the ultimate
measure of [humans] is not where [we] stand in moments of
comfort and convenience, but where [we] stand in times of
challenge and controversy.”

As we wake each morning, greet our children, and brace
ourselves to face another day, it is more important than ever
that we find time to connect with the little things that inspire
us, to seek reinvigoration so that we might continue to be
engaged in life, so that we might instill our children with
hope and purpose.

May the new year bring you all a fresh start. May your days
be filled with new questions to be asked and new answers to
be discovered. May this year be a year of transformation for
us as individuals and a year to foster love for all those with
whom we share this world.
 
Best Wishes in the New Year,
Chris Rogutsky

A Look Back at theA Look Back at the
Winter SpiralWinter Spiral

Our Spiral Walk and
subsequent festivities on our
last day together in
December was met by a full
cheerful audience. The
communal mood stayed with
me into the first days of our
break. Much thanks to all
who contributed to making
the event so special.



Here is a look back!

Overview of this Semester!Overview of this Semester!
Our youngest RE students will continue the good work they
began with their teachers where children identify intangible
gifts central to Unitarian Universalism such as friendship,
hospitality and fairness, and share these gifts with others.

For Grades 4-8 this semester, we will begin a two-year cycle
in which children in grades 4-8 will have an opportunity to
examine word religions.

The Building Brides curriculum, which will serve as the
inspiration for this program, is an examination of world
religions that seeks to deepen youth's understanding of the
dynamic, fascinating, and varied world in which they live and
to broaden their knowledge of humanity and embolden their
spiritual search. We will enliven this experience with various
trips and artistic residencies. We will begin our work with a



look at Taoism, Hinduism, Native American Spiritual Life, and
others. In subsequent semesters we will have an opportunity
to learn about many other traditions.

Our high school youth group will continue to meet and will
focus on community service projects this spring. Additionally,
we will be offering the OWL program for high school aged
students. Our Whole Lives provides accurate,
developmentally appropriate information about a range of
topics, including relationships, gender identity and
expression, sexual orientation, sexual health, and cultural
influences on sexuality.

Stay tuned for information about a parent education program
on speaking with children about healthy sexuality.

On RE dates that fall around times that most schools are
closed; we will be conducting multi-aged projects with a
community service component. Information will be provided
as each one of these dates comes closer.

For the enrichment hour (11:15-12:00), we will continue the
Youth Choir and the Games group.
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